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	Nursery Education and Early Admissions



Three and four year old children are entitled up to15 hours of early learning and childcare which may be accessed through maintained schools, either at a nursery school, or at a primary or infant school that has nursery provision. Early learning and childcare is also provided by private, voluntary and independent settings.

The following information has been produced by East Riding of Yorkshire Council for schools and parents. The guidance aims to provide information on entitlement to early learning and childcare in a maintained nursery, primary or infant school, and how it may be accessed by parents for their children. 

The guidance also explains about early admissions, and the options for parents to choose between a nursery or reception class for their four year old children.

For the purposes of this guidance, early learning and childcare in schools will be referred to as nursery education.
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	Nursery Education




Admissions
Admission to a nursery is from dates detailed in the table below.

	Date of birth of child
	Term in which child is eligible to 15 hours early learning and childcare

	1 April – 31 August
	Autumn Term

	1 September - 31 December
	Spring Term

	1 January – 31 March
	Summer Term


An earlier start date will be considered for children in exceptional circumstances and usually only with the support of a suitably qualified professional person such as a social worker or GP. Children with special educational needs will be considered for early entry with the support of the special educational needs section or portage service.

Applications

Applications for places at a nursery school, or at a nursery class in a primary or infant school will be administered by individual schools. All applications will be administered in accordance with East Riding of Yorkshire Council’s policy on nursery admissions.

Take up of entitlement

Parents are entitled to access up to 15 hours of early learning and childcare for their child. They can access as few, or as many, hours as they wish, up to a maximum of 15. They do not have to access all 15 hours if they do not wish to do so.

When considering applications, schools cannot refuse to offer a place on the basis that a parent does not wish to access their full entitlement. Once a place has been offered, a school cannot withdraw a place if a parent does not wish to access their full entitlement.

Flexibility

Where possible, schools may offer parents flexibility in how their child receives their 15 hours entitlement. It is for each school to determine how much, if any, flexibility is available.

Schools will require parents to enter into an agreement which will specify when, and how, the flexibility may be reviewed.

Lunch provision

Some schools may be able to provide lunchtime sessions, either as part of the 15 hours entitlement, or as an additional paid for session. It will be for each school to determine whether it is able to offer this provision.

Additional provision

Some schools may be able to offer additional hours in excess of the 15 hours entitlement. Except in exceptional circumstances, these hours must be paid for by parents. It will be for each school to determine whether it is able to offer this provision, and the cost.

Attendance at more than one setting
Parents may choose to access their entitlement to their 15 hours of early learning and childcare at up to two settings. More than two settings will only be approved in very exceptional circumstances. 
Where parents wish to access their entitlement at another setting as well as a nursery, this can be at a private, voluntary or independent setting, or at another maintained nursery. The 15 hours entitlement cannot be split between a nursery and a reception class.
When considering applications, schools cannot refuse to offer a place on the basis that a parent wishes to access their entitlement at more than one provider. Once a place has been offered, a school cannot withdraw a place if a parent does not wish to access their full entitlement at the school, but wishes to share it with another provider.

Where a child receives their 15 hours entitlement at more than one setting, each provider will receive funding on a pro-rata basis, with a school receiving the funding first. Any remaining hours entitlement will then be paid to the other provider.

Duration

Once admitted to nursery, children may stay until they transfer to a Reception class. The transfer may take place in the September of the academic year in which the child reaches five years of age, or may be delayed until a later date if the parent wishes. Children must transfer to a reception or a year 1 class once they reach statutory school age unless there are exceptional circumstances.
Admission limit
The number of children that a school can admit to nursery provision is determined by the physical space that it has available and the staff to children ratio. Each school will determine the maximum number of children that it can admit with agreement from the local authority.

Infilling

Where parents do not take up their full entitlement of 15 hours, schools may infill. Where infilling takes place, the number of children in attendance at any session must not exceed the admission limit set by the school.

In some circumstances, schools infilling places may not be able to offer parents who are accessing the infill places their full entitlement of 15 hours.

Children with special educational needs

Children with special educational needs must be treated no less favourably in the allocation of places. Support and advice is available to schools to ensure that children with special educational needs are able to access their statutory entitlement.

Allocations of Places
If, at the application deadline date, there are more places available than there are applications, then all children will be offered a place. Subsequent applicants will be offered places until the provision is full. Once full, applications will be placed on a waiting list and places will be allocated in accordance with the over-subscription criteria.

Criteria to be used in the event of over-subscription
If, at the application deadline, there are more applications than there are places, then places will be offered in accordance with the following criteria until the nursery is full.

1. Looked after children in the care of the local authority, or with identified special educational needs.

2. Children who live in the catchment area of the provision. 

Children are normally deemed to be resident with their parents, or those with parental responsibility and evidence may be required to confirm home address.

3. Children will be ranked according to age and places offered to the oldest children.

Casual Applications

Casual applications for a place in the provision part way through a term will be considered by the headteacher. If a place is available, the place will be offered. If a place is not available, the child will be placed on the waiting list.

Waiting Lists

When the provision is full, a waiting list will be established in the over-subscription priority order. Children will be entered on the waiting list in the above priority order. When places become available, children will be allocated from the waiting list. New applications will be added to the waiting list in accordance with the priority order.

	EARLY ADMISSIONS




Children are entitled to access full time education at a primary or infant school from the September in the academic year in which their fifth birthday falls.

	Date of birth of child (inclusive)
	Date from which full time education can be accessed

	1 September – 31 August

	1 September


Applications for places in a school’s Reception class have to be made through East Riding of Yorkshire Council’s Admissions Team as part of the statutory coordinated admissions scheme. 
Delayed admission to school

Parents can arrange to delay their child’s entry to school. For example, parents could ask for their child not to start school until January instead of September. However, a parent cannot delay their child’s admission to a school beyond the date that the child reaches statutory school age. 

If a parent chooses to delay admission of their child to later in the same academic year, then the school must hold the place open for the child. 

If admission is deferred to the following school year, the child may lose their place at the school and the parent will have to make a fresh application for the new academic year.

Part time attendance

When a child is below statutory school age, there is no requirement for full time attendance at a school. Although a place in an early admissions class may have been allocated, it is for the parent to decide how many hours their child should attend for. 

A place in an early admissions class cannot be refused on the basis that the parent wants their child to attend part time. The child may attend on a part time basis for as long as the parent wishes, up to the time that the child reaches statutory school age when they must start to attend full time.

A place in an early admissions class cannot be withdrawn on the basis that the parent wants their child to attend part time.

Attendance at more than one setting

Children who attend a reception class in a primary or infant school cannot access free early years education at any other school or setting even if the child only attends the reception class part time.

Attendance at another school or setting can only be undertaken if those sessions attended are paid for.

More information on admissions to schools can be found in the primary school admissions guidance.

	STATUTORY EDUCATION




There is a legal requirement that all children attend school or receive a suitable education once they reach five years of age. The actual points at which each child reaches this statutory school age are set out in the table below.

	Child’s fifth birthday (inclusive dates)
	Child reaches statutory school age

	From
	To
	

	1 September
	31 December
	1 January 

	1 January
	31 March
	1 April

	1 April
	31 August
	1 September


Once a child reaches statutory school age, the child must either attend school full time, or parents may decide to educate their child otherwise, for example by electively home educating them.

If a child is attending nursery provision, they must transfer to a reception or year 1 class no later than the term in which they reach statutory school age.

Useful Information
East Riding of Yorkshire Council Policy on Nursery Admissions
East Riding of Yorkshire Council School Admission Arrangements
Code of Practice for Local Authorities on Delivery of Free Early Years Provision for 3 & 4 year olds

Useful Sites
Families Information Service Hub (FISH)

http://www.eastriding.gov.uk/children-and-families/fish/about-fish/?cisid=5062&mapid=492
East Riding of Yorkshire Council

http://www.eastriding.gov.uk/
Contact

Paul Butler
Inclusion & Access Manager

(01482) 392110
paul.butler@eastriding.gov.uk
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